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Dear Mohamed: 

Thank you and Marc HofF fot taking the time to meet with me via the confetcnce calL The 
follo^g response reflects the comments made in the previous draft plus dae coimnents 
made during our conference calL The revked claims ate cxactiy as stated in the dtaft 
response sent August 26*. 

Thankyou again for the time to review this application* 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OiTlCE 

Applicants: Robert It HUNTER Docket No.: TREND^0102 

Serial No.: 10/683^28 Group Art Unit: 2857 

Filed: October 10, 2003 Examiner: Chaiioui, Mohamed 

For: A Method and Apparatus for Reading and Conikolling Utiuiy 

CONSUMFnON 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O, Box 1450 
Alexandria. VA 22313-1450 
Response to 0£Bce Action 

RESPONSE UNDER 37 cfr 1.136(a) 

In THE Claims: 



Changes are being made to the Independent Claim 1 to incorporate elements of 
Dependent Claims 14 and 15. Changes are being made to Independent Claim 8 to 
incorporate elements of Dependent Claims 38 and 39. Existing claims 14, 15^ 38 ami 39 
are hereby cancelled. Two new depmdent claims^, numbers 40 and 41 have been added. 



REMARKS 

Claims: 

Claims 1-39 are pending in the applicatioa Examiner rejected all claims 1-39 in 
a Final Action on the subject patent application mailed on July 26» 2005. 

Claims 1, 3-7, 8-13, 16-1 8, 20,22^4-26. 28, 30 and 32 are rejected under 35 
U-S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over Halpem (US. RE, 35,793) in view of Lestician 
(U.S. 5,880,677). Claims 2, 14, 31 and 38 arc rejected as being unpotOTtable over 
Halpem in view of Lestician and Young (U.S. 5,721,659). Claims 15 and 39 are rejected 
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